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Sainte Anne Parish 

Minutes of the 120th Anniversary Celebration Subcommittee Meeting 

August 7, 2021 

 

Present:   

Fr. Maurice Agbaw-Ebai, Fr. Denis Tameh, Sr. Pauline Fortin, Judy Ware, Gloria Matten,  

Ann Michaud, Diane Charette, Alma Pelletier, and John Paul Bossé.     

 

The meeting commenced at 5:15 P.M. with an opening prayer by Fr. Maurice. 

 

1).  Family Day on Saturday, September 25 between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M.     

 

The first item discussed was the Parish Family day scheduled for Saturday, September 25 

between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M..  Judy Ware checked with the City of Salem regarding a permit for 

the use of Castle Hill Park, and the City is concerned with the size of the crowd.  Ms. Ware said 

that we need to determine how many parishioners will attend the Family Day.  Ms. Ware made a 

recommendation to hold the Family Day barbeque in the rectory yard, and also possibly use the 

Parish owned park on Jefferson Avenue for any other activities.  Ms. Ware’s recommendation 

was agreed to by those in attendance, and Fr. Maurice said any use of the park will require some 

volunteers to serve as crossing-guards.   

 

Fr. Maurice asked Gloria Matten to help organize the Family Day, and Fr. Maurice will 

ask Bridget Aroke, Loretta Asongwed, Lourdelyn Valsote, and Dennis LeVasseur to assist  

Ms. Matten.  Ms. Matten has spoken with an event planner who is interested in providing 

services for the Family Day.  Ms. Matten said the event planner can provide the tents, tables, 

chairs, and barbeque grills for the Family Day.  Ms. Matten also said that the event planner can 

provide the food for an additional expense, or the Parish can purchase the food.   

 

 Ms. Ware said that a sign-up sheet should be placed at the back of the Ste. Anne Church 

to determine how many parishioners will attend the Family Day. 

 

2).  Prayer Service and Historical Presentation on Friday, November 12 at 6 P.M.   

 

 Fr. Maurice said the prayer service will be led by the priests of Ste. Anne Church, and he 

would like Jay Ocio to arrange for music to be played similar to the Bible Studies.  The prayer 

service and historical presentation will be held in the Parish Pastoral Center.  However, if there is 

no heat in the Parish Pastoral Center, the event will be held in Ste. Anne Church.     

 

 A decision was made to present a photograph presentation, and Ms. Ware mentioned that 

the presentation could display the progression of Ste. Anne Church over the decades, including 

the welcoming of the Filipino Catholic Community, Cameroon Catholic Community, and the 

Congolese Catholic Community.  Alma Pelletier suggested an announcement in the bulletin to 

request that parishioners share photographs for the presentation.   
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 Fr. Maurice will ask Connie Kirby and Mary Warren to create the photograph 

presentation.  After the presentation, those in attendance can discuss the photographs and discuss 

their memories of Ste. Anne Parish.   

 

 Members in attendance discussed providing food for the event.  Fr. Maurice asked the 

committee to put a pause on deciding what food will be served at the event.  Fr. Maurice also 

said that a second collection can be held to pay for the food.  Ms. Ware mentioned that 

volunteers will be needed to help set-up and to serve the food.      

 

3).  Parish retreat to the Madonna Queen of the Universe Shrine in East Boston on  

      Saturday, November 13 between 11 A.M. and 2 P.M.    

 

 Fr. Maurice said that parishioners can leave Salem at 10 A.M. for East Boston.   

Ms. Pelletier suggested that parishioners car pool to the event if they would prefer this option.  

Fr. Maurice said the spiritual retreat at the Madonna Shrine can commence at 11 A.M. and that 

those in attendance can have lunch around 1 P.M.  Fr. Maurice will contact the Catholic Women 

Association to provide lunch.  The retreat will end at 2 P.M.     

 

4).  Anniversary Celebration Mass on Sunday, November 14 at 11 A.M.       

 

  Fr. Maurice would like all four choirs of Ste. Anne Parish present at the Mass and to sing 

together.  Fr. Maurice asked Ms. Matten to draft a musical program for the Mass and to share it 

at the next Anniversary Celebration meeting.   

 

 Fr. Maurice also would like invitations of the Anniversary Mass to be sent to officials at 

the Archdiocese of Boston, neighboring churches, and local government officials.  Ms. Ware 

mentioned sending a save the date in September, and sending the invitation six weeks before the 

Mass.  Ms. Ware will speak with Michelle Kolodziej about creating the save the date 

announcement, and the invitation.  Fr. Maurice would also like a prayer card to be created for the 

Mass.   

 

 There was a discussion about the possibility of serving dessert, coffee, and water after the 

Mass, but it was agreed to further discuss this at the next Anniversary Celebration meeting.   

 

 Ms. Ware asked Diane Charette to organize the greeters for the Mass and Ms. Charette 

agreed to do so.     

 

5). Miscellaneous Discussion.     
 

 Fr. Maurice said that Bishop Mark O’Connell expressed interest in attending the Parish 

musical concert on Saturday, December 11 at 7 P.M. 

 

 Fr. Maurice also said that he would like the Parish to resume with the Bible studies 

between September and November 2021.   
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 Fr. Maurice thanked everyone for their contributions in planning for the Anniversary 

Celebration and closed the meeting with a prayer.  The meeting closed at 6:55 P.M.   

 

 The next Anniversary Celebration meeting will be held on Saturday, August 28 at 5 P.M. 

at Parish Pastoral Center. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John Paul Bossé, Ste. Anne PPC Secretary 

 

Dr. Hilary Aroke, Ste. Anne PPC Chairperson 

   

 

 

   

          

 


